What the arts can offer social work within education and learning ??
• Attention to the process of engagement;
• Effect on acquisition of knowledge, skills and attitudes;
• How it facilitates the affective domain • Value in supporting educators' diverse use of pedagogy • Facilitation of different learning styles and varied ways of knowing and understanding in diverse contexts (Huss and Hafford-Letchfield, 2016 , in review).
• Challenge to formulaic attempts to manage increasing complexity and uncertainty of social work practice • Activist pedagogy (Preston and Aslett, 2014).
• A different interpretation to enhance the diagnostic, analytic and action capabilities of social work in collaboration with service users to find new ways of practising (Schubert and Gray, 2015) .
Method and approach
Developing a review protocol
• To offer clarity in the definition of 'the arts' as applied in this review • To examine any empirical studies able to provide evidence on the specific impact of the arts on social work education.
• Full text articles retrieved and evaluated against inclusion criteria n= 95
Excluded n=84 through use of CASP and inter-rater reliability
Critical appraisal of articles fitting inclusion criteria n= 9 9 studies subjected to Thomas and Harden's (2008: 1) thematic synthesis approach -thematic analysis applied to develop emerging overarching 'descriptive themes' and 'the generation of analytical themes' in relation to the research question.
Strengths meant that the findings of each study could be successfully combined into a whole by listing themes which accounted and described what the authors of each study claimed as being successful in relation to the impact of the arts in social work education.
Analysing each paper in this way gave rise to three broad themes Israel (2), UK (4) and Australia (1).
Characteristics of 9 included studies reviewed
• Six used student participants' experiences main unit of analysis • One auto-ethnography.
• Art interventions included drawing (2), sculpture (1), photographs (1), literature (2), music (1) and drama (2).
• Not all studies explicitly addressed or gained ethical approval for the evaluation
